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TAX MEASURES ADOPTED TO FIGTH AGAINST COVID -19  

March 13th, 2020 
 

The Spanish Government,  meeting in Council of 
Ministers on 12 March 2020, has approved several 
urgent measures through Royal Decree Law 7/2020 
(RD Law 7/2020), with the aim of mitigating the 
consequences that COVID-19 is creating on the 
organization of civil society and economy.    
 
The main and sole tax measure adopted by the 
Government is contained in the article 14 of the RD 
Law 7/2020. The purpose of this measure is to have 
a direct and clear impact in taxes which must been 
filed with the Tax Authorities and paid by tax payers 
since the entry into force of the RD Law 7/2020, by 
relaxing the current legal requirements that are 
demanded and necessary in order to achieve a 
postponement in certain tax debts. This measure is 
only applicable to taxes which are competence of the 
National State Administration, meaning, taxes 
managed by State Tax Administration Agency 
(AEAT).  
 
Specifically, the Government will proceed to grant 
PYMES1 and self-employed workers, who apply for it, 
the automatically postponement of tax debts arising 
since the entry into force of RD Law 7/2020 until 30 
May 2020, as a consequence of the submission of 
declarations and self-assessments within the legally 
established period for this purpose. 

                                                           
1 Medium and small companies, by their initials in Spanish.   

 
Notwithstanding the above, only those tax debts that are 
lower than the amount established in the tax regulations 
will be automatically postponement, according to article 
82.2 of Act 58/2003, of 17 December, General Taxation 
(hereinafter, "LGT"). This amount has been determined 
by Order HAP/2178/2015, 9 October, by virtue of which 
the limit exempt from the obligation to provide 
guarantee in request of postponements is increased to 
30.ooo euros.  
 
Therefore, the tax debts lower than 30.000 euros arising 
by PYMES or self-employed workers since 13 March 
2020, date when RD Law 7/2020 came into force, until 
30 May 2020, will be automatically postponed. This 
postponement will be granted without the tax payer 
having to provide any guarantee. At this point, it is 
necessary to remark that before the entry in force of RD 
Law 7/2020, the postponement requests were already 
exempt from providing guarantee below the amount 
abovementioned (i.e. 30.000 euros). Therefore, the 
main advantage introduced with the RD Law 7/2020 is 
the automatism in the granting of the postponements 
requests.  
 
The granting of automatically postponements will affect 
to all tax debts, regardless of the tax or concept by which 
the tax has arisen or levied, and also regardless of the 
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prohibition on deferral of certain debts mentioned  in 
Article 65.2 of the LGT. In other words, as a main 
novelty and as an exceptional circumstance, tax debts 
arising as a consequence of filling withholding forms, 
VAT actually charged, and corporate income tax 
instalments, will be postponed. This measure would 
be a relevant relief for PYMES and self-employed 
workers since the debts arise for the abovementioned 
concepts were unpostponable under the terms of the 
previous regulation.  
 
 
This automatic postponement shall be granted for six 
months, and during the first three months it will not 
bear interest for late filing. To the best of our 
knowledge, the requests of postponements which not 
meet the conditions abovementioned, will require 
the express granting from the AEAT. Furthermore, 
the exception of postponements about withholding 
taxes, VAT actually charged, and corporate income 
tax instalments regulated in RD Law 7/2020, will not 
be applicable for  requests of postponement which 
not meet the conditions and requirements 
mentioned in previous paragraphs. 
 
Therefore, the following tax debts will not be 
automatically postponed under any circumstance: 
 

 Tax debts from “Large Companies” levied 
and due during the entry into force of RD 
Law 7/2020, 13 March, until 30 May 2020, 
regardless of their amount. Large Companies 
are considered those with a turnover in the 
previous financial year in excess of 
6,010,121.04 euros. 
 

 Tax debts over 30.000 euros.  
 

 Those tax debts for which a postponement is 
requested by taxpayers under different 

conditions than the ones mentioned above.  
   
For the purpose of the entry into force of RD Law 
7/2020, it must be pointed out that the relevant 
assessments and self-assessments which must be 
submitted before 30 May 2020 are as follows: 
 

 Withholdings taxes and income on account for 
the personal income tax (PIT). Form 111.  
 

 Personal income tax (PIT) instalments. Forms 
130 y 131. 

 

 Corporate income tax (CIT) instalments. Forms 
202 y 222. 
 

 VAT first Quarter. Form 303. 
 
In summary, all those tax debts excluded from the scope 
of application of RD Law 7/2020, either because they 
exceed 30.000 €, or because the taxpayer is a “Large 
Company”, or because a period of postponement 
requested exceeds from six months, will require, as to 
date, a specific and individual granting from the AEAT 
under the conditions and requirements in force to date. 
Furthermore, the tax debts included under the scope of 
application of RD Law 7/2020, will also require a 
specific granting from the AEAT, but this granting will 
be given automatically if the tax payers meet the 
conditions and requirements abovementioned. 
 
In this regard, we are at your disposal for any query or 
doubt that could arise, and we also offer our experience 
in managing postponement requests to our clients. 
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